
FIRST NEWS AND NOTES 

Pastor Pen:     When will this end? 

 It is an understatement that we find       
ourselves in strange times.  We are still in 
the grip of a global pandemic that has        
infected millions and has killed tens of 

thousands.  We also have been confronted by the      
prevalent evils of racism and injustice in our                 
country.  The deaths of George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery 
and Breonna Taylor have moved us as a nation into a 
time of unrest, dialogue and change.  As we learn how to 
navigate these troubled waters we pray with our lips and 
our hearts, “When will this end?”   

When will this pandemic leave our communities and stop 
snatching the lives of our most vulnerable and ill?  When 
will our lives and livelihoods be free to return to a     
somewhat normal pace and resemblance?  When will we 
see an end to corrupt systems and hateful ideologies that 
seek to deny persons of color their equal sacred 
worth?  When will this end? 

The uncomfortable answer is “we do not know.”  We do 
not know how long this pandemic will last.  We do not 
know how long we will be fighting racism and injustice. 
We find ourselves in uncharted territory with very little 
frame of reference.  However we, as disciples of Jesus 
Christ, have not lost our compass.  Jesus told us that 
there would be difficult days ahead.  He told us that in 
this life there would be trouble. He also told us that He 
has already overcome the world.  That means that no 
matter what we go through, or for how long we meander 
these seasons of trial, we can take comfort and have joy 
in knowing that God is with us always.   

I am reminded of Jesus’ words at his Ascension where 
the disciples asked him if this was the moment that Israel 
would be restored.  They, in a way, asked “When will 
this end?”  Jesus’ reply was “I do not know, but you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon 
you.  You will be my witnesses to the end of the 
earth.” (ACTS 1 paraphrase) 

Our faith is not to know what is coming ahead or how 
long these strange and difficult times will last.  Our faith 
is to be witnesses of Jesus and his resurrection in the 
world.  To point people toward Christ by our actions and 
attitudes.  
 

The pandemic will not last.  The way in which we choose 
to respond in this time will.  Let us point the world        
toward Jesus.         Pastor John 
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    HE CARES FOR YOU  1 Peter 5:7 

Cast all your cares on him because he cares for you. 

The Covid-19 news is very scary and full of tragic  

stories.  My heart bleeds for our brave first              

responders, medical and healthcare workers risking 

infection and possible death to help others.  I grieve 

for those who have lost loved ones or are living in 

fear.  There are many vulnerable people we need to 

protect – our elderly in nursing homes or other        

residential facilities, our special needs kids and 

adults, the mentally ill and homeless, those living in 

poverty, jails or detention facilities and especially the 

medically fragile.  Lord I pray for all these people and 

also the rest of the world’s population of both the    

vulnerable and healthy people alike.  Covid-19 does 

not discriminate by race, age or economic situation, 

but we know it is hitting some of these groups harder.  

As an older person with multiple issues, I have been 

advised to stay at home.  I am blessed with family to 

help with shopping and have my yard and garden to 

help keep me feel less confined.  Not everyone is so 

fortunate. 

Lord we are anxious with worry about our finances, 

our concern for family members working or going 

back to school and the fear of what the future might 

bring.  Lord we thank you for the new technology that 

enables students the option to study at home and for 

so many to work remotely in safety at home.  Families 

and friends can stay connected via their computers 

and cell phones.  Many of us can’t hug others outside 

of our immediate family living together or hold the  

babies, but we can still see and hear each other.  

May we remember to appreciate our teachers, health 

care providers, first responders, grocery store       

workers, farm workers, warehouse and delivery  

workers, truckers, utility workers, all the volunteers 

helping with food banks and deliveries of food and 

medicine to shut-ins, and so many more providing 

services to keep our people safe and cared for.   

What can we do to help?  We need to follow the 

guidelines for public health safety to protect your   

family, friends and yourself.  (Continue on Page 2) 
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Sympathies 

 The Church expresses their sympathies to Jayne 
Bennett’s family and friends. 

She passed away August 17 with services held in 
the Sanctuary August 26. Jayne was a prayer       

warrior and the church will miss all the prayers she 
lifted up to the Lord! 

Cards may be sent to her children Denise & Ross. 

Denise & Robert Buchholz, 946 N 9th St           

Manitowoc WI 54220-3361 

Ross & Vickie Bennett, 5960 Aquamarine Way, 
Boynton Beach, FL   33437 

Congratulations 

Betty & Dave Thalls announce the birth of their great 
granddaughter, Naomi Sue Ann. Parents are             
Samantha and Joel Estrada of Greens Fork. 

 

 Continued from Page 1  

   If you can, donate to your local food banks and other 

charitable groups caring for those in need.  Support small 

businesses as you can do so safely.  Use their services or 

buy their products to help them stay in business and pay 

their workers.  We can pray for God’s mercy and help.  God 

loves us and hears our concerns.  We can encourage each 

other with phone calls, emails, cards and letters and con-

nect with each other via Facebook, Facetime and Zoom.  

We are social beings and need to reach out to those who 

are isolated.   

We pray for wisdom and courage for our leaders.  Lord we 

give you our praise and daily requests.  We trust that you 

will do with them as you see best.  May the Lord bless us 

all with his comfort and peace.  Amen. Pip, the Church Mouse 

        UMW President Mindy Smith Shares with You & the Congregation!                
You might think with COVID-19, quarantines and hunkering down, that time would just 
crawl along. Not so in my world! September is here by the time this newsletter reaches 
you and that means 2020 has only four more months to try and put our lights out. UM 
Women are still working away at finding new ways to shine Jesus’ light to a hurting 
world. I just read in the Easter Flame that Greensboro ladies are anxious to start a new UM Women’s Unit! Wow!   
And the East District is going ahead with our Fall Gathering on September 12. This will be a Zoom meeting and I will 
share more details in the Church  Bulletin as they become available. The same District Newsletter also told of Jean 
Dilley, Dreu Doerstler, Sarah Geise, Tammy Geise, Greta Gustin, Paula Guth, Audra Hanson, Staci Lane, 
Susie Lewis, MaryAnn Pollard and Lisa Warner who all completed Plan 1 on our  2019 Reading Program. Well 
done Ladies!  I can’t wait to see how many will be on 2020 list of  Program 1 readers. 
 

Sarah Geise and Carol Hormel have been busy prepar ing a slate of Executive Officers for  2021. Last check in 

we are still looking for a Vice President to complete that slate. If you aren’t an officer, please prayerfully consider     

taking this position. 

I’ve included a flier (enclosed in newsletter) on a desperate need at the Lucille Raines Residence. After surviving the 

Spring shut down of so many of the residence jobs, then the Air Conditioner quits. Forty years ago our Fore Mothers 

committed to helping people with addictions by giving them a 3/4 Recovery Home in this old hotel. We are still        

impacting so many lives by this continuing Ministry. Please consider making a donation. 

In Galatians 6:9 we are admonished to ...not be weary in well doing...so if you feel you’ve already helped the Lucille 

Raines Residence for 2020, please think and pray one more time, see what God might guide you to do. If you are led 

to make a donation please give through Dina Seffrin so our unit is acknowledged as contributing to this ministry.  

My last bit of news is to announce a General Meeting for September. We will gather Tuesday, September 22 at 4 p.m. 

@ 12067 Fox Rd Erin Doerstler Home Patio. We have seating for 10 to 12 people plus some folding chairs. If you 

have an easily carried lawn chair, you might bring it. O of Friendship will do refreshments. We will have a short  

Business meeting and then visit. I know some of you are still feeling the need to quarantine. We respect your need. I 

know some of you need to feel the Fellowship. We respect your need. It is getting late in the season that we can         

comfortably gather in an outdoor setting and I want to take this last opportunity to gather before the cooler fall            

temperatures are here. I read this devotion this morning by someone else whose trying to keep their light shinning. 

“Use your gifts to shine My Light into places where I have given you access. Have no fear of bad news, for I am able 

to bring good out of evil. Train your hearts to be steadfast, trusting in me, Your Savior.”    

                                                                                                        Your UMW President  Mindy Smith 

UMW & Others—Continue   
saving postage stamps & 
box labels. Containers in 

Narthex. 



    

 Year to Date donations are $14,802 less than last year, but we have managed to reduce expenses by $22,479.   

 The savings were primarily $18.080 YTD  wages and taxes for Family Director. 

              There have been no significant changes to Faith Promise and Discretionary Spending since the last report. 

Submitted by Greta Guth Gustin, Church Treasurer  

   July 2020 July 2019  

July 2020 Year to Date   Year to Date Year to Date Difference 

 June  YTD July Operating  Operating   

Total  Year to Date Receipts              75,471             12,696               88,027         102,829          (14,802) 

Less: Total  Spend           (79,033)           (12,925)             (91,936)       (114,415)             22,479 

= Operating (Loss) Gain             (3,562)                (229)               (3,909)         (11,586)               7,677 

+ Paycheck Protection   Stimulus              18,800                 18,800   

= Net Operating w/stimulus              15,238                (229)               14,891   

- Repay loan from GOOD fund              (6,000)                 (6,000)   

=Change in Operating Account for                9,238                (229)                 8,891   

      

      

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The all General Meeting of the United Meth-
odist Women will be held on Tuesday, No-
vember 15, 2016, at 5:45 p.m. in the Fellow-
ship Room of the church.  The Circle of 

Praise The Lord 250 Families  

The Need of Sharing and Loving     

families were served August 27 

through the Gleaners Food Bank.  The 

parking lot was emptied two times in 

twenty minutes for food give away. 

Note of Interest: A few people in our congregation will 

remember one of our former ministers, Rev. Ben Antle. 

His daughter, Debbie, stopped by after the service     

August 23rd while Pastor John was still here. She      

wanted to see the church where her dad preached. She 

and her brother were the first little children to live in the          

parsonage during the years of 1960-1963. 

                    CHURCH WORKDAY  

     Scheduled at the Church and Parsonage 

Saturday September 12, 2020,  9AM - 1PM.   

There will be indoor and outdoor projects.   There is a 

small drywall taping project that will require a person 

with those special skills. There will be enough work 

for everyone. A complete list of   projects will be 

posted in the church by August 30.  Please bring  yard 

tools.  All other supplies will be furnished. Social        

distancing will be followed. If you have any questions 

or suggestions, please call me. I hope to see you the 

12th. Sincerely, Linda Cowan, Trustee   765-969-1454 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 

  Treasurer Greta Gustin  



Contact Us: 

Rev. John E. Huff 

Senior Pastor 

John.huff@inumc.org 

812-592-0359 
 

 

Rick Peelle 

Director of Music & Worship  

nccgardenspso@aol.com 

765-220-2336 
 

Carol Meyer 
Church Secretary 
hfumc@firsthagerstown.org

489-5536 (After office hours) 
 

Connect with Us-
www.firsthagerstown.org  
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 It’s certainly a sign of the times: Faced with           

sudden, prolonged shutdowns during the coronavirus 

pandemic, churches are making the most of their 

signboards. From a spiritual standpoint, church signs 

are offering snippets of biblical wisdom, inspiration, 

encouragement and even a  much-needed dose of 

humor during stressful times. Here are a few signs: 

   Doors closed for now, but hearts remain open. 

   6 feet apart today is better than 6 feet under tomorrow. 

     Shout Hosanna! But first step back 6 feet. 

     Live, Laugh, Love, Lysol 

    Jesus cleans the heart; we disinfect the pew. 

    Join us: We have Jesus AND toilet paper! 

    Standing together, 6 feet apart 

    Social distancing will never stop love. 

    2020 was installed with a virus; come reboot! 
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