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Pastor Nate Shares: Easter is over. The tomb is empty.

SPRING FLOWERS

Death and sin have been conquered. All things have been
made new. Now what? What do we do with all of that?
What does it all mean? If the resurrection changes
everything, how does it change us? How do we make sure
it changes us?

by Paula Guth, Church Mouse

One of my most favorite things about Easter, aside from the
empty tomb, is that it falls during the Spring season. The
season of new life. Flowers begin to bloom. Trees begin to
bud and blossom. Grass becomes greener. Communities
become more active with kids playing and families
gathering. Life just seems to be happening all around us
and for most of it, it happens without any assistance from
us. Spring begins to change us from the dormant, “stay
home cuz it’s cold out” kind of person to an active, “look at
the sunshine; let’s have a cookout” kind of person. When
we feel that “Spring is in the air,” we begin to get active and
participate in life. We go. We do.
Think about those first disciples for a second. Jesus’ resurrection
changed them forever. Life NEVER went back to normal for them.
Before the resurrection, they were timid and often afraid about
what it meant to follow Jesus. After the resurrection, they were
bold and outspoken about their commitment to Jesus. They were
even willing to die rather than deny that Jesus came back to life.
After the resurrection, the disciples continued to meet together
and encourage one another. Jesus told them to stay in Jerusalem
until He sent the Holy Spirit to them. He also said that they would
receive power when the Holy Spirit came and that they would be
His witnesses to the world (Acts 1:8). That power they received
was then lived out and seen by others, changing the lives of those
that saw and heard the disciples. The Bible says that this new life
and new power that the disciples were living impacted the lives of
3000 people in one day! Our new lives ought to be something that
shows others the power, love, and new life that the resurrection
brings.

How do we make sure the resurrection changes us? It is
very simple – are we living our new life? If we really believe
that the resurrection is worth celebrating; if we really believe
that the resurrection changes everything, then we must live
as if we believe. We must live like the tomb really is empty.
We must live like Jesus really is alive. We must live a new,
resurrected life. And we must live like the world really is
being made new. Otherwise, Easter Sunday is just an
excuse to gather the family together and buy lots of candy.

I love seeing the early white trilliums
pushing up through the dead brown leaves
of a wooded patch after a long stretch of
gray spring weather. For me, it is a sign of
resurrection and new life each spring. Then
there are the brilliant yellow cowslips or
marsh marigolds that carpet the low
swampy areas or wet ditches. Their
cheerful patches of color shout with golden
joy like a bright sunny day.
In northern Wisconsin, we had to wait until
May for these wildflowers to emerge in our
local woods. Mom and Grandma shared a
May 22 birthday and they both loved
flowers. It was our tradition to pick a
handful of stately white trilliums or a
mason jar full of bright yellow cowslips to
present as their birthday or Mother’s Day
gifts when we were children. It meant we
came home with muddy wet pants and
shoes after wading through the cold smelly
swamps or ditches to get the best ones.
Mom just smiled. She loved them and
always said the flowers were beautiful.
As adults we often still made the annual
flower picking treks to the woods, but
added a greenhouse stop. We would get a
collection of cheerful flowers for their
window boxes or porch containers. May
ended with another greenhouse trip to get
flowers to plant at the family graves for
Memorial Day. While Grandma was alive, it
meant regular trips all summer to take her
to water and tend those geraniums and
petunias. She shared stories about long ago
and the people she loved that we were
visiting. Continued on Page 2.

Continued from Page 1 Spring Flowers: Grandma’s brother, John,

was killed in WWI and three of her sons served in WWII. Len was
also in the Korean War. He came home disabled and later died.
They all sacrificed and served our country. Memorial Day was
always a somber day of remembrance for them and the
others she had lost in her life.
Later after my parents died, I planted a pair of small perennial day
lilies by their gravestone. Mom and Grandma would approve.
They repeatedly bloom with bright yellow blossoms like the cheerful cowslips and the graceful slender foliage reminds me of the
trilliums swaying in a gentle spring breeze in the woods. Praise
God for our mothers, grandmothers and other maternal figures
who bless our lives. Praise God for all our veterans and their
service. Praise God for the promise of eternal life and the beauty
of spring flowers to refresh our souls.

Thanks to all in our congregation that have served or who
continue to serve our country. Thankful for your service.

MOBILE FOOD PANTRY 2022
If you need extra help, Joe Smith will assist
you. Located at 47 E Main Street, Hagerstown.
Office will be closed most holidays. Please
call Joe Smith at (765) 489-4824
Jefferson Twp - Hagerstown 4th Thursday
Date
APRIL 28

Serving Hours
10 am – 12 pm

MAY 26

10 am – 12 pm

JUNE 23
JULY 28
AUGUST 25
SEPTEMBER 22

10 am – 12 pm
10 am – 12 pm
10 am – 12 pm
10 am – 12 pm
Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 8th Mother’s
will be honored during
the Worship Hour.

Our United Women of Faith (formerly United Methodist Women) submitted by President Mindy Smith
What a busy weekend our United Women of Faith had! Five of our members traveled to Muncie on Saturday morning
to attend our East District “Spring Fling”. We were so glad we made the trip. We started with a time of fellowship and
cookies. We moved to worship with the Praise Team from Community of Hope Church . Then our main speaker, Dorica
Watson, spoke to us about Gardening-Using actual Gardening Tips to relate to our Spiritual Walk. She was a very energetic fun speaker.
After a short business meeting we finished the morning and were sent home with a packet entitled “Plant Seeds of
Hope”. Each of us received an Evergreen tree to plant in our yards , and a packet of scriptures to plant some Hope in
our Hearts. Thank you District Officers for such a fun and inspiring Spring District Meeting.
Sunday was the Annual Thrift Store of Hagerstown, Inc. meeting where we were all inspired by the many things being
made at the Thrift Store by the employees and volunteers there. As you can imagine 2020 and Covid was a very bad
year for the store since there were no sales for April and May of that year; but 2021 brought much improvement and
Spring 2022 is on track to have record breaking number of sales. Sally Stohler was Happy to announce that they will be
able to give out $7,000 in scholarships this spring.
I would be remiss to not remind everyone taking time to read this article that volunteers are always needed. Please
consider checking with the staff about when you could donate some time.
The other important thing to point out about this meeting is the fact that we (the Executive Committee) decided to
make this meeting our first General Meeting of 2022. I was so pleased to see 14 of our members in attendance.
Thanks you for supporting this change. I also need to make our Sisters of Faith and our entire Church Family aware of
our great need to raise money for a new elevator at the Lucille Raines Residence. Carol will include some of the
brochure in the newsletter. I’m sure I’ll be speaking to all the groups about this project. Lucille Raines Residence has
had a great impact on the lives of many people with addiction problems and our help is more important now than ever.
Please prayerful consider how you can give to help this very worth while cause. President Mindy

.

80+ Happy
Birthday!

You are Invited!
A music recital for
Rick Peelle’s
Students.

May 12 Jim
Howell turns 80.
11928 Dalton Rd
Losantville IN 47354-9410

May 19 Bob Bullock
520 N Sycamore St
Hagerstown 47346

Friday, May 6th
6:30 p.m.
Church Sanctuary
First United Methodist Church
199 S Perry St
Refreshments by Lorna follows in Fellowship Hall.

Fund Balances at March 31, 2022 Submitted by Treasurer Greta Gustin
March 2022 YTD

March 2021 YTD Increase (Decrease)

Total Operating Contributions

$ 48,491

$ 39,516

$ 8,975

Less: Total Operating Expenses

$ 42,569

$ 40,197

$ 2,372

Net Operating Income (Expense)

$ 5,922

$ ( 682)

$ 6,604

Year-to-Date revenues are exceeding last year with some members making advanced contributions. Expenses are on track
with last year. Some increase in Utilities $962 and replacement equipment for Worship audio/visual $1,084.

Designated Funds
Operating Expense Fund 42,650
Faith Promise
11,266
Designated Giving
13,696
GOOD Building Fund
( 6,196) (a)
Long Term Savings
47,314
TOTAL

$108,730

(a) Replacement of Fire and Smoke Alarm system in late 2021 exceeded
the GOOD Fund. Borrowed from Operating Fund.
(b) Funds spent pending reimbursement.

Adult Work Camp
Recharge Dinner
Youth or CAC
Plastic Table Fund
Memorial Gift-Other
Pet Damage Deposit
Hygiene Kits
UMCOR
Community Garden

8,650
733
2,850
420
98
600
40
20
284

TOTAL Designated

$13,696

Contact Us:
Pastor Nate Eckert
@inumc.org
270-256-0684
2

Rick Peelle
Director of Music & Worship
nccgardenspso@aol.com

765-220-2336

Current Sermon Series – The Supreme Life
Big Idea of the Series: Every generation needs to experience both a fresh revelation of
Jesus Christ and the cost and joy of being His disciple. This series will break down those
needs, as seen in Paul’s letter to the saints at Colossae—and to saints everywhere. Join
us each week as we discover our next steps in living the supreme life we are called to live.
th

April 24 – Supreme Power - Colossians 1:1–14
May 1st – Supreme Preeminence - Colossians 1:15–29
May 8th – (Mother’s Day) Supreme Answer - Colossians 2:1–23
May 15th – Supreme Lifestyle - Colossians 3:1–17
nd

May 22 – Supreme Learning - Colossians 3:18–4:1

Carol Meyer
Church Secretary

hfumc@firsthagerstown.org
489-5536 (After office hours)

Connect with Uswww.firsthagerstown.org
Church Phone 765 - 489-4558
First Hagerstown
United Methodist Church

May 29th – Supreme Reminder - Colossians 4:2–18

First United Methodist
199 South Perry Street
Mailing Address PO Box 65
Hagerstown, Indiana 47346

Sunday Mornings in January
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