

                            First United Methodist Church
December 11, 2022

Prelude        Sing We Now of Christmas, We Three Kings, Silent Night  Handbells
Welcome and Greeting                                                                                        Pastor
Announcements                                                                                                   Pastor
K.I.D.S. Kids In Divine Service (Upstairs in the Children’s Wing (3rd Graders & Under)    
                                                    Children may go with Teacher Mindy Smith
*Opening Prayer God of Joy, we rejoice in the reality of who you are. We live within the joy of your love for us. Our contentment comes and goes. Our happiness ebbs and flows. Our feelings depend upon our circumstances or our physical health. But our joy is deeply rooted in our identity as your beloved children. And for that, we give you thanks. Amen.
*Call to Worship                                                                                                  Pastor
Leader: Get ready, people of God! The time of hope, peace, and joy is at hand.

People: Let us find our joy in God and nothing else.

Leader: As we come together today, we long for joy which is a sure sign of the presence of God among us.

People: Joy is more than happiness; it is the deep knowledge that we are loved by God.

Leader: Come, draw near to God in faith.

People: Let us recommit to bearing his light to those we meet so that all may come to know this joy. Amen.

Advent Video                          The Unexpected Messiah: Joy                 
Advent Candle Lighting           Jeff and Stacie Huffine (Candle of Joy)          
*Hymn of Worship                              Joy to The World                          HYMN 246
                                                                                                                                Piano/Organ
 Old Testament Scripture                  Psalm 126:1-3 (NLT)
Song of Praise                    Goodness of God by Bethel Music                      Keys
Song of Prayer                            Jesus, the Light of the World                        Keys                                                      
Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer                                                                           Pastor
Offering                            God Rest, Ye, Merry Gentlemen                    Handbells                                                                           
Music Special                      
Prayer of Thanksgiving Generous God, you have given us all that we have and all that we are. We thank you for the opportunity to respond to your love and generosity by sharing our gifts with others. Our hearts sing with joy as we work with you to bring true peace and justice to our world. As we prepare for the coming of your Son, may our lives proclaim your good news as this offering brings hope, peace, and joy to others. Amen.
 Song of Thanksgiving    My Gratitude Now Accept 3rd & 4th verses      FWS2044    
 Song of Reflection             Glory (Let There Be Peace) Matt Mayer      Keys/Guitar
 New Testament Scripture                      John 1:1-9,14                                  Pastor
 Sermon                                             Action-Packed Prep         Pastor Nate Eckert
*Song of Commitment The Trees of The Field/Joy, Joy, Joy              FWS 2279                                                          
                                                                                                       Keys/Guitar
*Benediction Be people of joy. Let joy live in your heart and share the joy of

 Christ with all you meet. Share joy by seeing the good in each other. Share joy
 by remembering good times and hoping for good times to come. Share joy by praying
 for our world. In this Advent season, we need to see, feel, and share joy. As you go       out into the wonder of God’s creation, share joy, peace, and hope with those you meet. Amen.
 *Postlude                                         Jingle Bells                                        Handbells                 





    
               Link to last week’s service:  https://youtu.be/Og8xU4KfGuU
Today’s Sermon can be found www.firsthagerstown.org
All words and music used by permission CCLI license #11015784
Pastor Nate Eckert    Contact Nate.eckert@inumc.org  Phone 270-256-0684

Church #489-4558   Email hfumc@firsthagerstown.org
Our flowers today for the altar are given by
Craig and Debra Salhoff celebrating God’s Promise of Jesus’ Birth.

Welcome to Worship Our Lord

Pick up Daily Devotions: December Upper Room

along with Our Daily Bread located in the Café bookrack.




Prayers for our Members & Friends: Marilyn Scott, Priscilla Sherry, Ginny Ozbun, Jo Johnson, Chris & Barb Beeson, Judy Hilbert Haisley, Bob & Dixie Fast, Craig Salhoff, Martha Giggy, Linda Riley, Elizabeth Waggoner, Tonya Sparks, Jim & Ginny Retherford, Angela Cox, Lisa Warner’s parents’ health.  Susan Sanders continues therapy due to a fall, Carol Meyer healing on face after a hard fall on cement porch, Chris Lane is having surgery Friday, December 16.
      Worship Team
Music Director & Guitarist Rick Peelle   Organist Carol Meyer   Pianist Susie Lewis

Song Leaders Donna Winters & Amanda Stainbrook

Greeter Marti Retherford

Ushers Debra Salhoff, Steve Beeson, Brad Beeson
 Nursery Linda Cowan & Jennifer Linderman
Congratulations to Joe & Mindy Smith. They are retiring December 31 after 20 years in the community helping people as Jefferson Township Trustee. A very nice article in the Western Wayne paper.

                                           Opportunities This Week

                 Tuesday, December 13 Advent Bible Study with Pastor Nate
                                      in Fellowship Hall @ 6:30 p.m.
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 Wednesday December 14    6:10 p.m. Bells & Worship Team @ 7:05 Rehearsals
 Next Sunday, December 18 Culy Families usage of Fellowship Hall 1 to 5 p.m.                 
      First United Methodist Church Worship Service

                           Third Sunday of Advent December 11, 2022 
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  CHURCH MISSION:   

              
To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

                                                  

 CHURCH VISION: 
            

 As disciples who make disciples, we will connect intentionally, 
  listen actively and love deeply in our relationship with God and our community.                 

Jefferson Township Food Pantry thanks everyone who contributes. December Donations   Focus on Soups & Crackers.














